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Remarks 

9 claims are currently on file. 



The claims have been amended to more particularly claim what Applicant 
believes is the invention. In particu.ar, Cairn 1 has been amended to cla.m a single 
press OSB pane, comprising a. first oriented strand face having a layer of wood 
flakes mixed with a thermoset resin binder, the first oriented strand face defining a 
plana . a second oriented strand face having a layer of wood flakes m.xed with a 
Lrmoset resin binder, and a core materia, provided between 
strand face and the second oriented strand face, the core matena. defining vo ds 
having boundaries that are essentially orthogonal to the plane defined by the f, st 
oriented strand face, the voids extending between the first and second onented 
strand faces. The wood flakes have dimensions sufficient to bridge the void,. The 
bridging of the voids provides the structural integrity necessary to support the 
fabrication of the resultant composite structure using a single press cycle. 

Support for this inclusion can be found in particular at paragraph 24 of the 
^closure. Applicant believes that no new matter has been introduced by th.s 
amendment. 

Claims 1. 4, 5 and 37 were rejected by the Examiner under 35 USC §103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Winter in view of Spivey. Applicant respecttuny submit, 
that the claims as amended overcome the objection as foitows. Winter disclose* 
prefabricated building pane, comprising an inner sKin wherein the inner and outer 
skin layers may comprise oriented stand board and wherein the middle ayer 
comprises a paper honeycomb having voids. Spivey disdoses an oriented strand 
board used for a stair treed panel. However, neither Winter or Spivey. taken alone or 
together discloses an oriented strand board composite structure compris.ng two 
oriented strand faces with a core material defining voids sandwiched in between and 
wherein the wood flakes have dimensions sufficient to provide bridging of the vo.ds^ 
,nd ed th panel as disclosed in Winter is fabricated by bonding prefabricated 
sheets'to a stable core which can Include a paper honeycomb, as Winter does not 
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dlsC uss the fabricate of such a structure using a single press cycie there , wouK be 
no reason for the prefabricated sheets of Winter to use wood flakes hav.ng 
1 ns^ns s fTident to provide bridging of the voids deflned by the pace 
honeycomb. As a result. Appiicant submit, mat neither Winter taken a.one or in 
^ al with Soivey. or for that manner any other of the cited refe.nces^ 
teaches such a panel where the wood flakes used to fabricate the outer layers have 
lanlns sufficient to provide bridging of the voids defied by the core material. 

, n order to establish a prima facie case of obviousness by modtfying or 
combining reference teachings. MPEP § 2143 requires that the prior art references 
Tst Z or suggest all the cia.m .imitations. It is be.ieved that, in light of the above 
discussion, this criteria has not been met 

Ciaims 2 and 3 were rejected by the Examiner under 35 U80 |1«W - 
being unpatentabte over Winter in view of Spivey as applied to c.a,ms 1. 4 5 and 37 
and Jher in view of Medawar. Medawar is directed to a method for re.nforc.ng a 
clpse* o r c ushed honeycomb core structure against further coliapse under 

^^ZmBJ****** *• ' las0c mater,al capab,e 9f withstand,ng h 

1 re 7Z LZ it Apparent in Medawar that the wa.ls of the once honeycomb 
ZTc^J P-*n^» which the reinforcing plastic materia, is introduced are 
no onger orthogona. to the surface of the pane,. Second.y. the plasfc matena. .n 
mII is used to f... the vo.d space in the core. In the present ,nvent,on. the 

voids, in fact, filling the voids is undeslrab.e as it Increases the oveml. d-ntf* of *e 
Zduct The core structure proposed in Applicant's disciosure and venfied ,n the 
l P t Is on the materia, surround.ng the voids not M under = ures 
olaced on the pane, durtng fabrication, and thus the voUis are preserved during hot 
ml .; , therefore respectfu,, — that .aims 2 and 3 wou.d not have 
been obvious to one of ordinary ski,, in the art and therefore are allowable. 

Again, in order to establish a prima facie case of obviousness by 
combining reference teachings, the prior art references must teach r sugg «t ail the 
It m aticns. , is believed that, in iight of th above discussion, this enter, ha B 
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from an allowable claim, are also allowable. 

Claims 6 and 10 were rejected by «. Examiner U nder 35 U8C § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Winter in view of Splvey a. applied to da.ms 1 , 4. 5 and 37 
and Ze i view of Haywood. Haywood discloses the fabricatfon of ancles « 

"Zs. from a P a P *- No ment.n is made l = o 

uslna boards fabricated according to the disclosure as the core of an oriented strand 
rripo^ stature or even of perforating the boards. The present ,nven on 
TIZ^Z a perforated mat fabricated from paper sludge ^n 9 resent to 
fomorTssion during the press cycle. Similarly, claim 10 claims a perforated mat 
ab^d" m o Z S a'variety of deferent materials indudlng paper mil, .udge 
ZZ Paper, vulcanized rubber, thermoset p-astics and vo,can ic .jo*** 
r ^Int to "compression during the press cycie. It is respectfu V s« « 
claims 6 and 10 would not have been obvious to one of ord.nary sMI .n the art. 

Again, in order to establish a prima fade case of obviousness by modifying or 
combin.ng reference teachings, the pr.r art references must £ 
claim limitations. It is believed that, in light of the above dscuss.cn, th.s enter* has 
nob n «- I" regards to claims 6 and 10 and therefore that cla.ms and 1 « 
a..owab.e. In any case, it is respectfully submitted that both Ca.m 6 and 10 as 
depending from allowable claims, are also allowable. 

The rcjecttons of the original claims are believed to have been 
the present remarKs and the introduction of new Calms. From the foregoing, fcr* 
and favorable action in the form of a Notice of AHowance is bel.eved to be next ,n 
Le and such an action is earnestly soUcited. If the Examiner bel.eves. for any 
TLX:^ —on * ■ P™ -his appiicatlon. the 

Examiner is invited to ta.e P hone the undersigned at he number provided. 
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r spectfuily submitted, 
GOUDREAU GAGE DUBUC 



By:. 



Hugh Mansfield, Patent Agent 
Reg. No. 55757 
March 10, 2004 



GOUPBEAU GAGE DuBUC 

3400 Stock Exchange Towar 
P.O. Bo* 242. Victoria Square 
Montrftal. O^Dac Canada H4Z 1E9 
Telephone (514)397-5170 
Internet: aledarc@ggd.ccMm 
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